Book of Galatians: Grace Abounds A2\
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Read
In your group, read the passage out loud, with each person reading a verse.
Recall

Sermon Big Idea: When you are united to Christ by faith, you become Abraham’s true descendant and
the rightful heir to the same ancient promise of grace.

Head: Grasping the Text

Goal: To grasp the theological concepts and historical context of the text.

1. The Irrevocable Contract: In verses 15-17, Paul compares God’s promise to a human "will" or
"trust." Once signed, a later document cannot simply cancel it. Why is it significant that the
promise to Abraham came 430 years before the Law of Moses?

2. The "Seed" Factor: Paul makes a specific point about the word "seed" being singular (v. 16).
How does identifying Jesus as the true "Seed" of Abraham change how we view the
"beneficiaries" of God's blessing?

3. The Teeter-Totter Image: Recall the controversial context for why Paul writes. His opponents
were putting all the "weight" on the Law. Based on verses 19-25, what was the Law’s specific
job? How did this misunderstand the Mosaic covenant (Exodus 19-24) with the Abrahamic
covenant (Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-21)

4. The Jailer & The Guardian: Paul uses two metaphors for the Law: a jailer (4:23) and a guardian
or nanny (4:24). How do these metaphors describe the "temporary" nature of the Old Testament
commands?



Heart: Grasping the Internal Transformation

Goal: To examine how the Gospel reshapes our identity, affections, and motivations.

5. The Prisoner of Sin: 4:22 says the Scripture declares the whole world a "prisoner of sin." How
does acknowledging our "imprisonment" make the "promise of freedom" feel more valuable to
you as a Christian?

6. The Identity Shift: In the ancient world, social categories divided people into hierarchies,
much like today. In Christ, these "status markers" are subordinated because we all belong to
Christ as one. (4:28). Which modern "social categories" (career, wealth, education, ethnicity,
etc.) do you most often rely on for your sense of worth? How does "putting on Christ" (4:27)
challenge that?

7. Inheritance Hijacking: Paul’s opponents felt the Gentiles were "hijacking" their Jewish
inheritance. Have you ever felt like you had to "earn" your way into God’s family, or felt
"inferior" to more "religious" people? How does the truth of 4:29 comfort you to know that in
Christ, we all have equal worth, significance, and value?

Hands: Grasping Your Next Step

Goal: To move from hearing the Word to living it out. How can [ take a step of action in the next week
to walk more faithfully as a disciple?

8. Clothing Yourself: Paul uses the imagery of "putting on Christ like new clothes." This week,
when you feel the "old habits" of shame, guilt, self-reliance, etc. creeping in, what is one
specific truth about your "new identity" in Christ you can "wrap" yourself in? How will you aim
to do this through a regular habit or practice?

9. Breaking the Hierarchy: 4:28 is a call to radical unity among believers. Is there someone in
your life or community whom you’ve viewed as "second-class" or "different" based on any
distinctions? What is one practical way you can demonstrate or be ready to demonstrate your
"oneness" with them?

10.The "Why" of Obedience: If the Law doesn't save us, we still follow God's commands—but for
a different reason. As you consider your spiritual disciplines, habits, and desires as a disciple,
how can you engage in them not to get or earn the inheritance, but because you receive it as
an heir by grace through faith? Try reframing one difficult task as an act of gratitude with joy,
rather than "compliance” or a guilt-motivated duty or obligation.



