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	Sermon Big Idea
	Helpful Resources

	 We measure obedience by outcome. God measures obedience by faithfulness.
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	Head: Grasping the Text                                                                                                             Goal: To grasp the theological concepts and historical context of the text.


1. In ancient Israel, a watchman's sole responsibility was to spot danger on the horizon and warn the city — not to defeat the enemy himself. Based on Ezekiel 3:16–17, why is this image such a fitting description of the prophet's role? What does it tell us about where Ezekiel's authority comes from, and what he is and isn't responsible for?

2. God walks Ezekiel through four case studies in verses 18–21. In scenarios 1 and 2, the wicked person dies either way. In scenarios 3 and 4, the righteous person's outcome depends on whether they were warned. What single principle is God establishing across all four cases about where accountability and responsibility rests?

3. In verses 22–27, God does something surprising: He tells Ezekiel to go inside, stay bound, and keep his mouth shut and we discover, this happens for seven full years! How does this strange "job description" reinforce the message through the prophet as a living symbol of the people’s rebellion and as a sign of judgment? 

4. The sermon connects Ezekiel's watchman calling to Jesus. How do John 5:19 and John 8:28 show that Jesus, as the more faithful prophet and watchman, embodied the same divine dependence Ezekiel was being trained in? And in what sense did the cross look like "failed" ministry by the world's scoreboard, while God counted it as perfect faithfulness?


	Heart: Assessing Your Internal Transformation                                                                            Goal: Examine how the text reshapes our identity, affections, and motivations to bring about honest self-examination.


5. Ezekiel returned from a vision of God's glory not with joy, but "in bitterness and in an angry spirit" — and sat stunned for seven days. Can you recall a time when you knew obedience would be costly, and you felt that weight before you felt any willingness? What does it say about God that He didn't wait for Ezekiel's feelings to catch up before giving him the assignment?


6. The sermon names a fear most of us quietly carry: "What if I say something about God or faith to someone and I don’t get a positive response? What if I come across as pushy or weird?" Be honest, when was a time you stayed silent in a moment that felt like a “God-prompting?” What was the real reason? Was it fear of their response or something else?


7. The sermon says, "Often the heaviness of obedience is not a sign you got it wrong — for Ezekiel, it was a sign he really understood the path of obedience God was asking him to walk into." Is there an area of your life right now where you've been mistaking the weight of a calling for a sign that it isn't from God? What would it look like to trust that the burden and the call can come together?


	Hands: Living it Out
Goal: To move from hearing the Word to living it out as a disciple with specific, practical, and achievable steps for the coming week.



8. Think of one person in your everyday world — a coworker, neighbor, classmate, or family member — where you sense God has been opening a door you haven't walked through yet. You don't have to have a full gospel presentation ready. But what is one small, faithful step you can take toward that person this week? Name the person (to yourself or the group) and identify what you envision as your next faithful step. 





9. The sermon ends with a freeing reminder: "The Spirit convicts — not you. The Spirit opens hearts — not you." This week, before a conversation or opportunity where you'd normally pull back, pause and pray: "Lord, I'm the watchman. You're the one who saves." Share with your group or a trusted friend how you plan to practice this as you envision next week’s schedule. Plan to report back next week!
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